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June 11, 2010, 1:18 pm

Unedited Video of Israeli Raid Posted Online
By ROBERT MACKEY

Raw footage shot before and during the Israeli raid on the Mavi Marmara (contains graphic images of badly
wounded people.)

Iara Lee, a Brazilian-American filmmaker and activist who was shooting a documentary on the flotilla of ships
that was intercepted last week on its way to Gaza, has posted one hour of unedited video online that shows the
early stages of the Israeli commando raid.

Ms. Lee’s raw video, posted on YouTube on Friday, gives viewers a chance to see the atmosphere on the main
ship in the flotilla, the Mavi Marmara, just before and during the raid. The footage was shot over the course of
more than one hour, as the camera was turned on and off a few times, but it shows long, uninterrupted stretches of
the event. (Please be aware that the video contains graphic images of people who have been badly wounded and
may have died.)

Since the camera was on a lower deck of the ship, it also shows but does not give a clear view of the violent
confrontation and shootings that took place on the top deck of the ship, after Israeli commandos boarded from a
helicopter and met with resistance from passengers on board. But the video, and accompanying audio, will help
give a better sense of the timeline of the raid. It also shows clearly the area of the ship where wounded and dying
passengers — and soldiers — were brought for medical treatment.

At a news conference at the United Nations on Thursday, where the video was screened for members of the
media, Ms. Lee explained that she managed to smuggle out the video by hiding the card. She added that another
video card she tried to hide was discovered and confiscated by Israeli authorities, along with her video equipment.
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Ms. Lee also said that her success at smuggling the video out may have been partly because, in her view, the
Israeli soldiers who were given the task of searching the detainees from the flotilla of ships were “young people
who didn’t seem to want to be there.” She pointed out that some of the other journalists on board the ship had also
managed to smuggle out cards with photographs and a much smaller amount of video.

The video Ms. Lee’s cameraman shot was recorded in high definition. A 15-minute edit of the material was also
made available on Vimeo in HD:

At the U.N. news conference, Ms. Lee rejected claims that the passengers on the ship expected the Israelis to use
violence. She said “people were naive,” and fully expected to be allowed to pass through the Israeli naval
blockade and reach Gaza. She also said that she hopes that expert analysis of the video will help to make clear
when the first shots of live ammunition were fired, since the Israeli military seemed to fire shots from non-lethal
weapons at the outset of the raid.
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1.
Bob of Newton
MA
June 11th, 2010
1:36 pm
My, my, my...the Israelis tried to confiscate all video. Why would they do that?
Recommend Recommended by 222 Readers
2.
Lyle Vos
NY, NY
June 11th, 2010
1:36 pm
WOW. It looks like the American media really dropped the ball on this one. After viewing this video it is clear
that the people on the ship were violent aggressors. Is there not a law that would allow for the prosecution of these
flotilla activists aka terrorists? I wonder how the US would treat a ship of violent terrorists entering our waters?
What would the Turks do if a flotilla from Israel tried to land at Mersin.
Recommend Recommended by 121 Readers
3.
Lutoslawski
Iowa
June 11th, 2010
1:36 pm
I find it reprehensible that the Israelis felt a need to confiscate videos. Perhaps they had something to hide?
Recommend Recommended by 188 Readers
4.
SS
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Woodbridge, VA
June 11th, 2010
1:37 pm
Israel needs to cease taking Palestinian land on the West Bank and make peace with its neighbors and the U.S.
needs to recognize Hamas' legally elected government. The U.S. needs to guarantee the security of a peaceful
Israel.
Recommend Recommended by 119 Readers
5.
BK
NY
June 11th, 2010
2:07 pm
Lyle Vos, they were in International Waters, so Israel had no right to board the ship.
Recommend Recommended by 171 Readers
6.
Moe
Canada
June 11th, 2010
2:07 pm
How do you know this video is Unedited?
Recommend Recommended by 28 Readers
7.
alanpsanders
toronto
June 11th, 2010
2:10 pm
If any other country boarded a ship in international waters and executed an American citizen - they would no
longer be our friends. The US needs to start looking out for itself and not an "ally" that constantly throws us under
the bus/
Recommend Recommended by 198 Readers
8.
Tree
Ohio
June 11th, 2010
2:10 pm
Autopsy results state that individuals, and not Israeli soldiers, on the ship were shot multiple times at extremely
close range--primarily in the head and chest. One man was shot in the back of the head and killed. Please tell me
how a shot to the back of someone's head is self-defense?
Recommend Recommended by 186 Readers
9.
F
CO
June 11th, 2010
2:11 pm
If the events are as the Israel Navy says, then why won't they return the photos and videos they stole from the
people on the boats?
Recommend Recommended by 139 Readers
10.
colindale
London UK
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June 11th, 2010
2:11 pm
Noe that there is documentary evidence, WHEN WILL THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR SHOOTING NINE
CIVILIAN PASSENGERS AT POINT BLANK RANGE BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL FOR MURDER?

In addition, those government ministers who authorized this attack, i.e. Binyamin Netanyahu and Ehud Barak,
must also face trial.

Without justice there is no democracy.
Recommend Recommended by 155 Readers
11.
DOS
Syracuse
June 11th, 2010
2:11 pm
The IDF clearly took a page from the playbook of the IRGC in Iran with their attempts to control the free flow of
information--destroying cameras, confiscating data cards.

Or the other way around?
Recommend Recommended by 82 Readers
12.
Daniel Israel
Santa Fe, NM
June 11th, 2010
2:11 pm
“Young people who didn’t seem to want to be there.”

Perhaps this is because the typical Israeli soldier is not some kind of neo-fascist monster that wants to kill Arabs,
but rather an innocent kid who would like there to be peace, but doesn't know how to make peace when
Palestinian rockets regularly land in his or his friends home town.
Recommend Recommended by 123 Readers
13.
Bill
D.C.
June 11th, 2010
2:11 pm
A non-violent force does not use take prisoners.
Recommend Recommended by 25 Readers
14.
Ann
Denver
June 11th, 2010
2:12 pm
If they expected to pass through the blockade without trouble, why are they wearing life jackets. Looks to me like
they expected to be attacked.
Recommend Recommended by 56 Readers
15.
jpregan420
miami beach
June 11th, 2010
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2:12 pm
They may have confiscated video so terrorists couldn't have a real world recording for analysis. US troops aren't
fond of letting video be released of operations either.
Recommend Recommended by 55 Readers
16.
Ben
New York
June 11th, 2010
2:12 pm
Why do US television media outlets demonstrate such anti-Israel bias in their coverage? Clearly, from the
viewpoint of this video, the Israelis had no choice but to switch clips to live ammo. Otherwise they might have
fared much worse. As it is, they were brutally assaulted. It's a shame that folks involved in this dispute feel they
have to resort to violence first. This episode also demonstrates the fecklessness of the Netanyahu government.
They should hae tried to disrupt the attempt to break the blockade diplomatically or by disabling the ship. Nine
people (however guilty of fomenting a riot) did not have to perish.
Recommend Recommended by 58 Readers
17.
Jake
L.A.
June 11th, 2010
2:12 pm
Maybe it's just me, but all this video of nothing tells me someone is trying to make a point that these are innocent
people who got hammered....and someone tipped off the Israeli folks that there was something on this ship that it
clearly didn't have....to create "an incident".
Recommend Recommended by 17 Readers
18.
Howard
Wheaton, MD
June 11th, 2010
2:23 pm
Why would Israel confiscate it? To prevent edits -- like when Reuter's edited out the violent activists' knives.
Recommend Recommended by 73 Readers

Robert Mackey
Reporter, New York Times
June 11th, 2010
2:23 pm
As I have mentioned in reply to several readers of previous posts, the fact that Reuters released a photograph in
two forms - one of which zoomed in on a soldier and cropped out a knife in the hand of a person standing over
him, and the other of which did show the knife - does not really have anything to do with our coverage, since we
only used the uncropped version of that photograph.

Also, if you are concerned with the "uncropped" truth, then instead of agreeing with the Israeli military's decision
to conceal the hours of footage of this incident that were confiscated - or filmed - by Israeli soldiers, it would be
more logical for you to argue that the Israeli military should itself make that material public in raw, unedited form
as soon as possible.
19.
koconnor
Manhattan
June 11th, 2010
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2:23 pm
let me get this straight. a ship is in international waters, with humanitarian cargo legally destined for a needy
country. it is boarded without permission by armed commandos. the passengers respond defensively without
firearms. and the passengers are the aggressors? i don't get it.

i can understand the israelis confiscating pictures - they don't want their commandos and methods identified to
enemies watching youtube. but they must turn it over to international impartial authorities for review.
Recommend Recommended by 124 Readers
20.
updowndown
knoxville
June 11th, 2010
2:23 pm
Lyle Vos does not realize that by defending Israel, he is agreeing that pipe-armed hippies are equal to the highly
trained and technologically sophisticated Israeli defense forces.
Recommend Recommended by 60 Readers
21.
geneven
Los Angeles CA
June 11th, 2010
2:24 pm
I'm not sure that behaving violently towards someone trying to board your ship in international waters makes you
a terrorist. In some parts of the world, you would be trying to repel pirates. I haven't seen the video yet, but I will
bear that in mind as I watch.
Recommend Recommended by 99 Readers
22.
Adrian
near Portland, OR
June 11th, 2010
2:25 pm
There is a parallel between the mindsets of the Israeli public of 2010 and the German public of the 1930's, as
explained in this Israeli newspaper (Haaretz) column: http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/israel-s-greatest-
loss-its-moral-imagination-1.295600

I don't expect the most zealous Israeli supporters to get that today the victim has become self-deluded victimizer.
But I hope that the American public wakes up to the fact that the interests of America are not the interests of an
Israel which has largely bought into the self-defeating arguments of its most backward, myopic elements.
Recommend Recommended by 141 Readers
23.
mediapositive
Los Angeles, CA
June 11th, 2010
2:25 pm
There is no reason to confiscate videos/restrict media unless you have something to hide. Media access should be
unhindered. It is the best way to ensure an unfiltered view of events and accountability of action.
Recommend Recommended by 98 Readers
24.
Colin Wright
Richmond, Ca
June 11th, 2010
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2:25 pm
This whole thing -- and the reaction of so many Americans -- is mildly depressing.

It's really the same old story. Israel takes care that her supporters get to see what they need to see. Their own
capacity for self-deception does the rest.

Happily of course the rest of the world, by and large, no longer buys it AT ALL. It is one thing Israel is losing
sight of. Keeping the good will of the United States alone will not prove sufficient, in the long run.
Recommend Recommended by 108 Readers
25.
Kelly O
Astoria, NY
June 11th, 2010
2:38 pm
Watch and listen around 16:30. Two guys are talking about one of the soldiers being chucked off the boat.

guy #1 - these guys, these Turks. They are not like us.....They're always ready for these things...

guy #2 - they are ready to fight, huh?

guy #1 - Whatever happens (that's what it sounds like he says)
Recommend Recommended by 15 Readers

Robert Mackey
Reporter, New York Times
June 11th, 2010
2:38 pm
I cannot fact-check everyone's comments, but I will try to point out any obvious factual errors about the video
evidence I see as I scan them. In general, I would urge people to be careful to make sound interpretations of this
evidence. In this case, at the part of the tape you indicate, I hear no suggestion in the exchange that the two people
speaking in English had before the raid began were speaking about an Israeli soldier being thrown off the boat.
Instead, it sounds as though one of them said "we get chucked off," perhaps predicting that the people speaking -
unlike the men preparing to fend off the Israelis with sticks and clubs - will be removed from the boat once the
military gets there and intercepts the flotilla.

UPDATE: Some time after my reply to this comment was posted, another reader suggested that it is clear that the
unseen person in this fragment of conversation said, "they get chucked off" not, "we get chucked off," as I
suggested. I think it is not all that clear if the word is "they" or "we," but I'd also remind readers that, in either
case, the reader who suggested that this snippet of dialogue took place after the commando raid had begun was
wrong.

Indeed, it may well be that the person speaking at this point in the tape was speculating that Israeli commandos
would get thrown off the boat if they tried to climb up onto it from the small boats that did draw alongside later.
That interpretation seems entirely possible but the reason I posted this video was to let people digest and consider
this raw video evidence for themselves, not to offer my own interpretation. My only concern in replying to the
original comment was to point out that the reader was incorrect to say that the audio was recorded after the
commando raid had begun and so proved that Israeli soldiers were thrown off the boat. Whatever the precise
words used in this fragment of dialogue, it seems likely that the person speaking was speculating about what
might happen after the commandos tried to seize the boat, not commenting on something that had already taken
place.
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An expert on religion tackles some of the reasons the leader of a radical Christian church has offered to justify his
plan to burn copies of the Koran.
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About The Lede

The Lede is a news blog that remixes the day’s top stories, adding information gleaned from Web sites around the
world or gathered through original reporting by writers, editors and readers of The New York Times, to provide
fresh perspectives on events and to draw readers in to the world-wide conversation about the news taking place
online.

Readers are encouraged to take part in the blogging by using the comments threads to suggest links to relevant
material elsewhere on the Web or by submitting eyewitness accounts, photographs or video of news events. Read
more.

About The Lede Blogger

Robert Mackey is The Lede's editor and main blogger. Read more.
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