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End the blockade in Gaza
By Iara Lee - 05/25/10 11:24 AM ET

This week, I will be boarding one of several ships that are part of a flotilla
sailing to Gaza. The Israeli government’s recent decision to deny internationally
renowned scholar Noam Chomsky entrance into the occupied territories
suggests we, too, might be refused entry. Nevertheless, we will set sail with the
intent of delivering food, water, medical supplies and reconstruction materials
to communities in Gaza that are in need of humanitarian relief.

Normally, such a goodwill mission would seem entirely innocuous. But in this
case the crisis afflicting Palestinian civilians has been created by foreign policy:
It is a product of Israel’s decision to besiege Gaza in defiance of international
law and of United States support for this blockade.

The Israeli government’s
siege of the Gaza Strip
stretches back to 2005, and it
has been rigorously enforced
since the Israeli military
offensive of late 2008 and
early 2009, which left more
than 1,400 people dead and
14,000 homes damaged or
destroyed. Israel argues its
military offensive and
tightening of the siege are a
response to Palestinian

rocket fire, ordered by a Hamas government whose legitimacy it does not
recognize. However, as leading watchdogs such as Human Rights Watch have
repeatedly documented, the Israeli military response has been overwhelmingly
disproportionate.

The ongoing siege does nothing to target Palestinian militants but instead
violates international norms by holding all responsible for the actions of a few.
A report published by Amnesty International, Oxfam, Save the Children, and
CARE stated that, “The humanitarian crisis [in Gaza] is a direct result of
ongoing collective punishment of ordinary men, women and children and is
illegal under international law.”

As a result of the siege, civilians in Gaza, including children and other innocent
bystanders who are caught in the middle of this conflict, do not have clean
water to drink because authorities cannot rebuild water treatment plants
destroyed by the Israeli attacks. Air strikes that damaged basic civilian
infrastructure, coupled with curtailed imports, have left many in Gaza without
the food and medicine needed to lead healthy lives.
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Rep. Brian Baird (D-Wash.), who has visited Gaza on repeated occasions since
the Israeli military offensive, has stated, “The personal stories of children being
killed in their homes or schools, entire families wiped out, and relief workers
prevented from evacuating the wounded are heart wrenching — what went on
here, and what is continuing to go on, is shocking and troubling beyond words.”

Those of us taking this voyage are of course concerned for our safety. In the
past, some boats attempting to bring much needed supplies to Gazans have
been violently harassed by Israeli forces. On Dec. 30, 2008, the vessel Dignity
was carrying volunteer surgeons and three tons of medical supplies when it was
attacked without warning by an Israeli naval ship, which rammed the boat three
times in international waters roughly 90 miles from Gaza’s coast. Passengers
and crew feared for their lives as their boat quickly took on water and Israeli
troops threatened to open fire.

I am joining the effort, nonetheless, because I believe resolutely non-violent
actions that call attention to the blockade are vital in educating the public about
what is taking place. Simply put, there is no decent justification for preventing
shipments of humanitarian aid from reaching a people in crisis.

Despite President Barack
Obama’s recent highly
publicized disagreement with
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the fact remains
that the U.S. is still an active
supporter of and the top
military donor to the Israeli
government. Our lawmakers
have tremendous sway in
demanding that
humanitarian channels to
Gaza be opened, that people

receive food and medical supplies and that Israel make a more concerted effort
to protect innocent civilians. While the Obama administration has at times
pressured Israel’s government to lift the blockade, as with a May 2009
diplomatic note objecting to the policy, it has not followed up on its politely
worded statements with resolute attempts to force change.

While I have been moved to put aside my daily obligations in order to join the
humanitarian voyage, I recognize that many people do not have the ability of
doing this. Fortunately, not everyone has to board a ship to make a meaningful
contribution to addressing the crisis in Gaza. We simply have to demand that
our elected officials step forward to protest Israel’s shameful violation of human
rights.

Lee is a filmmaker and co-founder of the Caipirinha Foundation.

Gag me with a suicide bomber!

BY SCOTT  on 05/25/2010 at 12:44

Gag me with an ethnic cleansing settler!

BY NOSCOTT  on 05/25/2010 at 16:28

Finally an American politician with a MORAL comp[***] and a BRAIN. Good luck sir. you
do our country proud.
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BY BILL  on 05/25/2010 at 17:16

Shower me in White Phosphorus and leg severing explosives. Prevent my son from
reaching the hospital and leave him to die in the ambulance at the checkpoint. Kidnap my
brothers, my sisters and daughters from their beds at 3 in the morning just to set an
example, and then demand a $5000 bail to release them. Shoot me in the back of the head
and claim it was self-defense. Beyond this place of wrath and tearsLooms but the horror of
the shade,And yet the menace of the yearsFinds, and shall find me unafraid.It matters not
how strait the gate,How charged with punishments the scroll.I am the master of my fate:I
am the captain of my soul.Free Palestine.

BY BIRD ON A WIRE  on 05/25/2010 at 17:17

Unfurtunatly, for tens of years AIPAC and the Zionests were the undercover political force
that rules the minds and thouts of the American puplic through the soo currupte and $
hungry politicians ruling America. God is much much smarter, stronger and greater than
thy and soon the tragedy will be over, Gaza will be free and the Godly Revenge will be so
unpredicted.

BY AZIZ ALKHAMIS  on 05/25/2010 at 19:09

The world waits with baited breath, this time the seige must be broken and Israels games
must be stopped forever. Well done and good luck, best wishes.

BY JILL ROWAN  on 05/27/2010 at 05:35

Keep doing your great job Iara!As Ahmadinejad says "the inhuman acts of the Zionist
regime against Palestinians and preventing humanitarian aid to the Gaza people does not
show the strength of the Zionist regime but shows its weakness."

BY JEFFERSON TOLENTINO  on 05/31/2010 at 13:41

My Dear, don't you uanderstand nothing about the real crise betwin Israel and Gaza, don't
you knows nothing about the Israel army, don't you knows nothing about the Israeli
people. should you First examine the facts and then put them in in order. I'm ashamed to
see the Brazilian Government's or people like you support groups terroritas.

BY LUCEY  on 05/31/2010 at 14:11

Bom ver uma brasileira, participando ativamente de entidades humanitárias, força!!

BY JOÌO RIBEIRO RATTO  on 05/31/2010 at 14:29

Lucey, primeiro, aprende a escrever em inglês. Segundo, em vez de ficar com o seu
confortável traseiro sentado numa cadeira pra criticar a boa vontade e corajosa iniciativa
da cineasta, veja se você é quem se enxerga e cria vergonha nessa cara para ver a realidade.
Esse seu tipo é que me envergonha.

BY JULLIAN  on 05/31/2010 at 14:49
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